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Amendments to the Claims: 

Tbi.s listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer program product, tangibly stored on a 
machine-readable medium, comprising a first application's i nstructions to perform operations 
comprising: op e rabl e in a comput e r pro prom applica t ion to caus e a first instanc e of the 
applicatio n: when e x e cuting on a computer to: 

generating g e nerat e a first container object, wharoin the first container object hag -having 
a recognizable container type and th e container tvpo that is associated with the first application, 
the first container object [[;]] 

mekido in tho first contain e r obj e ot i ncluding a sender's certificate or a request for a 

recipient's certificate; 

using a second application distinct from the first application to t ransmit the first container 
object to a recipient's address; 

obtaining re eeive-a second container objec t from the second application, the second 
container object having been received by the second application and w h e r e in t he second 
container object having h ag the same recognizable container type as the first container object ; 
and 

automatically identify and extracting one or more certificates from within the second 
container object. 

2. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 , further comprising the 
first application's i nstructions to perform operations comprising: opcrablo to: 

prior to generating a first container object, receiving receiv e input from a sender 
specifying the recipient's address and specifying one or more of a certificate of the sender and a 
request for the recipient's certificate to include in the first container object. 
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3. (Original) The computer program product of claim 1, wherein transmitting the first 
container object includes transmitting the first container object by one of electronic mail and 
Hypertext Transfer Protocol. 

4. (Original) The computer program product of claim 1 , wherein the first container object is 
generated by a server. 

5. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 s farther comprising the 
first application's instructions to perform operations comprisingrthe instructions Author op e rabl e 
to: 

det ermining whether the sender has multiple certificates: 

if the sender has multiple certificates, receiving receive input from the sender selecting 

one or more of the sender's multiple certificates; 

retrieving retriev e the sender's selected certificates from a certificate database; and 
incl uding includ e the sender's selected certificates in the first container object. 

6. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the first 
container object includes a request for a recipient's certificate, further comprising the first 
a pplication's instructions to perform operations comprisingithe instructions further op e rabl e to : 

receiving rece i v e input from a sender specifying a return address for receiving the 
recipient's certificate and instructions for returning the recipient's certificate; and 

incl uding include in the first container object the return address and instructions for 
returning the recipient's certificate. 

7. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 , wherein the first 
container object includes a sender's certificate, and further comprising the first application's 
instruction s to perform operations comprising: t h e instructjong are farther op e rable to : 

including in ol ud o in the first container object validation information to be used to validate 
the sender's certificate. 

8. (Original) The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the container type is Forms 
Data Format. 
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9. (Currently Amended) A computer program product, tangibly stored on a machine- 
readable medium , for a machine which associates a first application with a MIME container type, 
so that subsequent to a second application distinct fr om the first application receiving a container 
object having the MIME container type, it is recognized that the container type is associated with 
the first ap p lication, comprising the first application's instructions to perform operations 
comprising 

automatically obtaining the container object from the first application: 

recognizing for r e c e iving a ocrtificat e r comprisinp^tru^ng^pemblo^n r Q - oomputcr 

program ap p lication to causo a first instanc e of th e application wh e n e x e cuting on a computer to: 

rooo i vo - a - wntaincg - objoQt from tt - flcoond4notQnoQ of fli e- app l icatienvth e <x)ntainor objoot 

having a recognizable container type and b e ing associated with - tho - applioation ^ 

geee gniz e that th e container typo is associated with the application and that the container 

object may include a certificate of a sender of the container object; and 

automatically determining determine if the container object contains a certificate of the 

sender. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 9, wherein the 
instructions operable to receive a container object comprise instructions operable to receive a 
message including the container object by at least one of the following: electronic mail or 
Hypertext Transfer Protocol. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 9, wherein the MIME 
container type is Forms Data Format. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 9, wherein the container 
object includes a certificate and validation information, and farther comprising the first 
application ' s instructions to perform operations comprising:and the instructions are further 
operabl e to : 

[[to]] accepting or rejecting the certificate using the validation information; and 
if the certificate is accepted, [[to]] extrac ting the certificate and storing stefe the 
certificate. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A computer program product, tangibly stored on a 
machine-readable medium, for a machine which associates a first application with a MIME 
container type, so that subsequent to a second application distinct from the first application 
receiving a container object having the MIME container type, it is recognized that the MIME 
container type is associated with the first application, comprising the first application's 
instructions to perform operations comprising f or receiving a requ es t for a c e rtificate, oompricing 
instructions op e rable in a computer program application to caus e a first instance of4ho 
application when e x e cuting on a computer to: 

r e ceiv e a firot container object from a s e cond instance of tho application the first 

container obj e ct having a rcoognigablo contain e r typ e and being accociat e d with th e application; - 

ge<3< igniz e th e container typo-QQ aoGociatod with th e application and automatically 

obtaining t he container object from the first application: 

recognizing t hat the first container object may include a request for a certificate of a 

recipient of the container object; 

automatically determining d e termin e-if the first container object includes a request for a 
certificate of the recipient; and 

if a request is included in the first container object, then responding to the request 

14. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 3, further comprising the 
first application's instructions to perform operations comprising: 

whoroin the instructions operable to rospond to the r e qu e st further compris e instructions op e rabl e 
tor 

gen erating g enerat e a second container objec t of the same MIME container type 
including a certificate of the recipient; 

extrac ting a return address from the first container object; and 

using the second application to t ransmit the second container object to the return address. 
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15. (Current Amended) The computer program product of claim 14, wherein the instructions 
to perform , operations comprising operQblo - to - transmi tting the second container object include 
instructions ep e rabl e to to perform operations I comprising t ransmi tting by at least one of the 

i 

following: electronic mail or Hypertext Transfer Protocol. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 14, wherein the certificate 
of the recipient is stored in a certificate database, and farther comprising the first application's 
instructions to perform operations comprising: th e instructions aro further operabl e to : 

det ermining whether the recipient has multiple certificates: 

if the recipient has multiple certificates, receiving roooivo input from the recipient 

selecting one or more of the recipient's multipjle certificates; 

retri eving retriev e the selected certificates from the certificate database; and 
including include the selected certificates in the second container object. 



1 7, (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 4, further comprising the 
first application's instructions to perform operations comprising: t h e instruotiono further oporablo 



-including inoludo in the second container object validation information to be used to 



validate the certificate of the recipient 



18. (Original) The computer program prodpet of claim 14, wherein the first container object 
and the second container object are a Forms Data Format container type. 

i 
I 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 13, wherein the first 
container object is received from a networked server and further comprising the first 
application ' s instructions to perform operatioriSs comprising: whoroin th e instructions opcrablo to 
r e spond te -t ho roquost furth e r comprise ino tr ucjtions operable to * 

transmi tting the recipient's certificate back to the networked server by Hypertext Transfer 

Protocol. 

20. (Original) The computer program prodUct of claim 13, wherein the container type is 
Forms Data Format container type. 
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21-22. (Canceled) 

23 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1. wherein the first 
container object contains both a sender's certificate and a request for a recipient's certificate.A 
computer -p rogram product, tangibly stored on a machine-readable medium, com prising 
instruction * ; op e rabl e in a oomput e r program application to caus e a first instanco of tho 
applioat - i ea- when ex e cuting on a computer to: 

genegate- a first contain e r object including on e- or mono of instructions for retri e ving -a 

s e ndor - s - e e rtificat e and instructions r e quooting a recipient's certificate; 

iftol udo in tho first container obj e ct one or moro of a rotriovod s e nd e r's certificate and a 

roquost for a r e cipient's certificate; 

tea nsmit th e first container object to a recipient's address; 

Feoe iv e a s e cond contain e r obj e ct from the recipient; and 

aut omatically identify and e xtrac t o ne or more oartificates from within th e s e cond 



24. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 23, further comprising the 
first application's instructions to pe rf orm operations comprising furthor enmprining jasteagtigfts 

prior to generating a first container object, receivin g reooivo input from a sender 
specifying the recipient's address and specifying one or more of a certificate of the sender and a 
request for the recipient's certificate to include in the first container object 

25. (Original) The computer program product of claim 23, wherein transmitting the first 
container object includes transmitting the first container object by one of electronic mail and by 
Hypertext Transfer Protocol. 
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26. (Currently Amended) Hie computer program product of claim 23 3 further comprising the 
first application's instructions to perform operations comprising: t he instructions furth e r op e rabl e 

determining whether the sender has multiple certificates: 

if the sender has multiple certificates, receiving r e c e iv e input from the sender selecting 
one or more of the sender's multiple certificates; 

including include instructions for retrieving the sender's selected certificates in the first 
container object 

27. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 23, wherein the first 
container object includes instructions requesting a recipient's certificate, further comprising the 
first applicati on's instructions to perform operations conwising: the instructions furth e r op e rable 
te: 

rec eiving receive input from a sender specifying a return address for receiving the 
recipient's certificate and instructions for returning the recipient's certificate; and 

incl uding includ e in the first container object the return address and instructions for 
returning the recipient's certificate. 

28. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 23, wherein the first 
container object includes a sender's certificate, further comprising the first application's 
instructions to perform operations comprising: and the - instig a tions oro further oporablo to: 

incl uding includ e in the first container object instructions for validating the sender's 
certificate. 

29. (Original) The computer program product of claim 23, wherein the container type is 
Forms Data Format. 
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30. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method, comprising: 

generatin g, using a first application, a first container object, wherein the first container 
object has a recognizable container type and th e contain e r typ e -that i s associated with the first 
application , the first container object including ff :]) 

ire hiding in the first container object a sender's certificate^ ,]] or a request for a 

recipient's certificate; 

transmittin g, using a second application which is distinct from the first application, the 
first container object to a recipient's address 

receivin g, using the second application, a second container object, wherein the second 
container object has the same recognizable container type; and 

automatically identifying and extractin g, using the first application, one or more 
certificates from within the second container object. 

3 1 . (Cmrently Amended) The method of claim 30, further comprising: 

prior to generating a first container object, receiving inpu t usinfcthe first application, 
from a sender specifying the recipient's address and specifying one or more of a certificate of the 
sender and a request for the recipient's certificate to include in the first container object. 

32. (Pre viously Presented) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein transmitting the first container 
object includes transmitting the first container object by at least one of the following: electronic 
mail or Hypertext Transfer Protocol. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the first container object is generated by a 
server. 



PAGE 12/22 * RCVD AT 7/1412006 5:19:48 PM [Eastern Daylight rime] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/44 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:6508395071 ' DURATION (mm-ss):05-08 



07/14/2006 14:21 FAX 650S395071 



FISH & RICHARDSON 



0013 



Applicant : James D. Pravetz Attorney's Docket No,: 07844-497001 / P461 

Serial No. ; 10/072,260 
Filed : February 6, 2002 
Page : 10 of 19 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, further comprising, 
determining, using the first application, whether the sender has multiple certificates: 

if the sender has multiple certificates, then receiving inpu t casing the first application. 

from the sender selecting one or more of the sender's multiple certificates; 

retrievin g^using the first application, the sender's selected certificates from a certificate 
database; and 

ine] uding, using the first a pplication, the sender's selected certificates in the first 
container object. 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, wherein the first container object includes 
a request for a recipient's certificate, the method further comprising: 

receiving inpu t at the first application, from a sender specifying a return address for 
receiving the recipients certificate and instructions for returning the recipient's certificate; and 

including in the first container object the return address and instructions for returning the 
recipient \s certificate. 

36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, wherein the first container object includes 
a sender's certificate, the method further comprising: 

including, using the first application, in the first container object validation information to 
be used to validate the sender's certificate. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the container type is Forms Data Format 
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38. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for receiving a certificate, the 
method comprising: 

receivin g, using a second application, a container objec t from an instance of an 
application , the container object having a recognizable container type and bein g that is associated 
with fee-ap plioatio n a first application which is distinct from the second application : 

recognizin g, using the second application, that the container type is associated with the 
first a pplication[[:]] 

reco gnizing, using the first application, [[and]] that the container object may include a 

certificate of a sender of the container object; and 

automatically determinin g, using the first application, if the container object contains a 
certificate of the sender. 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 38, wherein receiving a container object 
comprises receiving a message including the container object by at least one of the following; 
electronic mail or Hypertext Transfer Protocol. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 38, wherein the container type is Forms Data Format 

41 . (Currendy Amended) The method of claim 38, wherein the container object includes a 
certificate and validation information, the method further comprising: 

accepting or rejecti ng, using the first application* the certificate using the validation 
information; and 

if accepting the certificate, then extracti ng, using the first application, the certificate and 
storing the certificate. 
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42. (Cinrently Amended) A romputer-implernented method for receiving a request for a 
certificate, the method comprising: 

receivin g, using a second application, a first container objec t from on instance of an 
application , the first container object having a recognizable container type and b e ingthat is 
associated with afirst_[ [the]] applicatio n which is distinct from the second application; 

recognizin g, using the second application, the container type as associated with the first 
application! [;]] 

Tecqpnizinf L using the first application, [[and ]Jthat the first container object may include 

a request for a certificate of a recipient of the container object; 

automatically determinin g, using the first application, if the first container object includes 
a request for a certificate of the recipient; and 

if a request is included in the first container object, then respondi ng, using the first 
application, to the request. 

43 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42, wherein responding to the request further 
comprises: 

generatin g, using the first application, a second container object including a certificate of 
the recipient; 

extractin g, using the first application, a return address from the first container object; and 
transmittin g, using the second application, the second container object to the return 
address. 

44. (Ori ginal) The method of claim 43, wherein transmitting the second container object 
includes transmitting by one of electronic mail and Hypertext Transfer Protocol 



PAGE 15/22 * RCVD AT 7/14/2006 5:19:48 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/44 * DNlS:2738300 * CSID:6508395071 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-08 



07/14/2006 14:21 FAX 650*395071 



FISH & RICHARDSON 



(3)016 



Applicant : James D. Praveiz Attorney's Docket No,: 07844-497001 /P461 

Serial No. : 10/072,260 
Filed . February 6,2002 
Page : 13 of 19 

45. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein the certificate of the recipient is 
stored in a certificate database, the method further comprising, 

det ermining, using the first application, whether the recipient has multiple certificates: 

if the recipient has multiple certificates, then receiving inpu t, using the first application, 

from the recipient selecting one or more of the recipient's multiple certificates; 

retrievi ng, using the first application, the selected certificates from the certificate 
database; and 

includin g, using the first application, the selected certificates in the second container 

object. 

46. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, further comprising: 
includin g, using the first application, in the second container object validation 

information to be used to validate the certificate of the recipient. 

47. (Original) The method of claim 43, wherein the first container object and the second 
container object are a Forms Data Format container type. 

48. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42, wherein the first container object is 
received from a networked server and wherein responding to the request further comprises: 

transmittin g, using the second application, the recipient's certificate back to the 
networked server by Hypertext Transfer Protocol. 

49. (Original) The method of claim 42, wherein the container type is Forms Data Format 
container type. 
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50. (New) A system, comprising: 

a first instance of a first application operable to generate a first container object, the first 
container object having a recognizable container type that is associated with the first application, 
the first container object including a sender's certificate or a request for a recipient's certificate; 

a first instance of a second application operable to transmit the first container object to a 
recipient's address, the second application being distinct from the first application; 

a second instance of the second application operable to receive the first container object 
and to recognize the container type as associated with the first application; and 

a second instance of the first application operable to: 

recognize that the first container object may include a request for a certificate of a 
recipient of the container object; 

automatically determine if the first container object includes the certificate of the 
sender, and if so, then automatically identify and extract one or more certificates from within the 
first container object; and 

automatically determine if the first container object includes the request for the 
certificate of the recipient, and if so, then respond to the request, generating a second container 
object of the same recognizable container type including the certificate of the recipient, and 
using the second instance of the second application to transmit the second container object to an 
address of the sender. 
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51. (New) The system of claim 50, wherein: 
the container type is Forms Data Format; 

the iirst application is operahle to generate Forms Data Format containers and the second 

application is an e-mail client application; 

the system includes a first computer and a second computer operating in communication 

with the first computer over the Internet; 

the fast instance of the first application is installed on the first computer, 
the iirst instance of the e-mail client application is installed on the first computer; 
the second instance of the first application is installed on the second computer, and 
the second instance of the e-mail client application is installed on the second computer. 
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